Town Crier Celebrates Milestone

his year, David McKee

celebrates twenty years

I as Brantford’s Town

Crier, but the story

actually started twenty-one

years ago at the Chamber of
Commerce.

In the fall of 1991, an
advertisement appeared in the
Chamber In Touch magazine
looking for individuals
interested in auditioning to be a
Town Crier for the Chamber’s 125" anniversary celebrations being planned for 1992.
David McKee auditioned, was asked to be the Chamber’s Town Crier and joined the
anniversary celebration planning committee. The Town Crier uniform in 1991 was
actually a pirate costume loaned from a local business specializing in costume and party
rentals.

In 1991 it was learned that there was an Ontario Guild of Town Criers and, in
order to be a member, the Town Crier position must be officially endorsed by Municipal
Council. This not being the case, David was allowed to attend several Guild events in
1991 as a guest. In the spring of 1992, the Chamber of Commerce asked David to
continue in the role of Town Crier. At this point, the costume had been returned and all
that was left was the bell and the shoe buckles. David agreed to continue in the role as
Town Crier but only if he could become a member of the Ontario Guild of Town Criers
and if funds could be secured to purchase a proper uniform.

The Chamber of Commerce
agreed and partnered with the BIA and
(the now defunct) Brantford Patriots
Association  and  together  the
organizations covered the cost of the
first Town Crier uniform, hat and bell.
David then attended City Council to
formally request the City’s
endorsement and on May 25, 1992,
former Mayor Bob Taylor proclaimed
David McKee at the official Town




Crier for the City of Brantford.
So, what does a Town Crier actually do? A short history lesson.....

Every civilization has had official messengers who were the voice of the
authorities. The tradition is rooted in ancient Greek history and expanded to the west and
north. The word "Oyez" comes from old Norman and crossed the English Channel with
William the Conqueror in 1066. The Anglos, Saxons and Norse all had Town Criers, but
after 1066, the Norman structural traditions took over. In the Colonies, which were
primarily controlled by the military, the population was mostly illiterate. Messages from
the government were frequent and constantly being changed as the colonial requirements
altered. It became the Town Crier's job to make the news, both good and bad, known. As
the masses became more literate and printed materials became more available, the Town
Crier's function diminished. (According to David McKee, the invention of the telephone
was the straw that broke the camel’s back and the role of Town Crier was reduced from
primary messenger to ceremonial announcer.) Today, the Town Crier's role is
ceremonial. Aside from adding colour and pageantry to a function, David calls groups of
people to order, moves people from one area to another and makes announcements and
introductions.

The modern day Town Crier identifies their duties as the three 'C's: Civic,
Charitable and Commercial. David McKee adds a fourth: Chamber of Commerce. For
the City, he proclaims both official and unofficial events underway and makes
announcements as needed. Examples include the Mayor's Levee, the introduction of a
new Council, park openings, Tourism events, special anniversaries and retirements. For
Charities, Dave kicks off fund raising and awareness events, such as walk-a-thons,
banquets and special ceremonies. For Commercial functions, David charges a fee for
building openings, product launches, corporate events, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings
and anything else people would like to make a noise about. For the Chamber of
Commerce, David gets the attention of the masses at events, moves people from the bar
to their tables (no easy feat) and introduces head table dignitaries.

But David McKee sees his role in the community as much more than ceremonial.

David McKee may be Brantford’s best known ambassador. He competes in
numerous competitions internationally which garner media coverage. He has been
interviewed by the BBC and other radio stations in Great Britain, appeared on television
in Kitchener, London, TVO and, of course, Rogers Cable 20. Print media have reported
on David’s accomplishments internationally including Chester and Shrewsbury (UK),
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Annapolis, Holland and Anacortes (USA), and all across
Southern Ontario. And of course at every opportunity David promotes Brantford Ontario
as his home.

In appreciation for his extraordinary contribution to the Chamber of Commerce
Brantford Brant, David has been awarded the prestigious President’s award twice...the
only individual to achieve this. He received the Queen's Golden Jubilee Medal, two



certificates of recognition by the City of Brantford, a Shining Stars Tourism Award
(jointly, with his wife Betty Jean) and two Provincial Volunteer service awards. In
competition, David has placed 2nd at two World Championships (and in the top 10 at
many others), 2nd several times at North American Championships and st five times in
Provincial Championships.

What motivates someone to take on the role of Town Crier?

David says it’s not the ruffles, beads and feathers. He enjoys combining two of his
passions, performing and history. When David saw the Chamber ad for a Town Crier he
thought it might be a good networking tool and discovered that it was much more than
that. He has enjoyed learning the history of our community’s past and our legacies, he
immerses himself in researching the subject matter for his “cries”, he is grateful that the
voice lessons at the Royal Conservatory in Toronto are benefitting his community and he
admits to enjoy the pageantry and the spotlight.

When we asked if there was anything else David wished to share, he was quick to
reply that his wife Betty Jean has been vital to any success he has enjoyed as Town Crier.
When travelling as ambassadors for Brantford, Betty Jean is the one who ensures David
is where he is supposed to be, reminds him of important facts about the occasion and is a
master at remembering the names of people. Betty Jean dresses in livery that
complements the Town Crier uniform and is wonderful with the public. David insists that
any accolades that are due must be shared with Betty Jean.

From the Chamber’s perspective we can’t imagine hosting an event without the
Town Crier and we are forever grateful for his loyalty, his humour and his commitment
to our Chamber and the community. Oyez indeed David. Thank you for twenty one years
of remarkable service and contribution. Well done sir.



